
Zeehan Marine Park displays low-profile platform reef 
across much of the shelf area. The eastern edge of the 
park is smooth and undulating before changing in the 
mid shelf to a more corrugated pavement 
characterised by 3-5m high ledges with flat faces. The 
park covers representative areas of four bioregions.

Zeehan Marine Park
state of knowledge

Further information:
1. Monk, et al. (2017). Biological and habitat feature descriptions for the continental shelves of
Australia’s temperate-water marine parks- including collation of existing mapping in all AMPs. 
2. Williams, et al. (2007) Using data from the proposed Zeehan MPA to provide an inventory of
benthic habitats and biodiversity, and evaluate prospective indicators for monitoring and 
performance assessment:
3. Mason, et al. 2018. Telemetry reveals existing marine protected areas are worse than 
random for protecting the foraging habitat of threatened shy albatross (Thalassarche cauta).
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Depth - 91m – 5174m

• Fine scale mapping of inner shelf areas
• benthic communities and demersal fish

communities on deep (mesophotic and rariphotic)
shelf reefs

• soft sediment communities and potential
contamination levels

75.5% of seafloor mapped, most at medium
resolution to support biodiversity surveys.

Five relatively small canyons occur within the park 
featuring rocky outcrops that support a diverse 
community of associated fauna.

Key activities
Commercial fishing

Key pressures
Resource extraction
Climate change
Underwater noise

Benthic fauna
Coarse sediments provide valuable 
foraging grounds for crustaceans2.

Overall knowledge status
Zeehan Marine Park has a medium level of knowledge. The shelf reefs areas have been the focus of research efforts 
owing to their unique structure and potential as valuable high biodiversity habitats1.

Source; Geoscience Australia 

Feature of interest
Shy Albatross 
(Thalassarche cauta) 
is Australia’s only endemic albatross, 
with Zeehan a core foraging area for 
early incubating albatross from 
Albatross Island3.

Source: A. Williams et la. 2007.
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Shy Albatross. Credit: Wild Ocean Tasmania

Interactive Map and Report.

Source: A. Williams et la. 2007 
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Deep reef habitats
Rocky limestone reefs of varying size which support 
large sponges, sea whips and large soft and hard 
bryozoans2. Rock Lobsters are an apex predator on reefs.

Key knowledge gaps
KNV= Key Natural Values 
Habitat or species that are particularly important 
to management
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https://www.nespmarine.edu.au/document/biological-and-habitat-feature-descriptions-continental-shelves-australia%E2%80%99s-temperate-water
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311066458_Using_data_from_the_proposed_Zeehan_MPA_to_provide_an_inventory_of_benthic_habitats_and_biodiversity_and_evaluate_prospective_indicators_for_monitoring_and_performance_assessment_research_and_monitori
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/ddi.12830
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseamapaustralia.org%2Fmap%2F%233a4633c6-1204-4a6b-93e5-efa0ab17556c&data=05%7C01%7CBenjamin.Sellers%40dcceew.gov.au%7Ce148c9deaba84f510eed08db0a2b633c%7C2be67eb7400c4b3fa5a11258c0da0696%7C0%7C0%7C638114953679625580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=brbYiWLvFjqiAVUPDNipbcqxclFKK2mP%2FoCJ2TZ778Q%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseamapaustralia.org%2Fregion-reports%2Fsouth-east-zeehan&data=05%7C01%7CBenjamin.Sellers%40dcceew.gov.au%7Ce148c9deaba84f510eed08db0a2b633c%7C2be67eb7400c4b3fa5a11258c0da0696%7C0%7C0%7C638114953679625580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u7V2st58P6NZXEaNz%2Bub4x%2FEMk2FEsFfPpY9gtwbMb8%3D&reserved=0



