Franklin Marine Park

state of knowledge

®  Survey deployments
Key Natural Values
- Seafloor mapping coverage
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Franklin Marine Park is dominated by shelf unvegetated
sediment habitat with high-profile deep reef features in the
northern section. It covers representative areas of four
bioregions.
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KNV= Key Natural Values
Habitat or species that are particularly important
to management
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Australian Government

g

Australian

Franklin Marine Park has a medium level of knowledge. The reef habitats have been a focus of fine-scale mapping efforts
in the park. The northern and southern ends of the park have been continuously mapped?. Limited biological surveys have

been undertaken.

Feature of interest

The northern half of the Franklin Marine Park is a core
foraging area for the endangered Shy Albatross
(Thalassarche cauta) which breeds exclusively on three
offshore Tasmanian islands — one of which is Albatross
Island to the north-east of the park®.

Source: Wild Ocean Tasmania

Source; Geoscience Australia
Key knowledge gaps
» Fine scale mapping, and validation of features of
the north and north-east section of the park

» Characterise the deep (mesophotic and rariphotic)
shelf reefs benthic communities and demersal fish
communities.

Key activities
Commercial fishing
Shipping

Key pressures
Resource extraction
Climate change
Underwater noise
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Kelp forests

The northern section of the park
contains complex reef likely formed
by volcanic lava flows, which at its
shallowest depths of 35m support
kelp forests (Ecklonia radiata) - a
rare habitat type in Australian
Marine Parks?2.

Source: IMAS

Reef habitats

The southern end of the park
contains limestone pavement
outcrops, and is sponge dominated
in areas of higher relief2.


http://ecite.utas.edu.au/153921/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/ddi.12830
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