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Beagle Marine Park contains an extensive area of soft
sediment with some areas of rocky reef, which are likely to be
a relict sand dune field prior to sea level rise. The park covers
representative areas of three bioregions.

The small area (~5km?) of reef between the Kent and Hogan
Islands group has been a focus of research and support a
sessile invertebrate assemblage comprised of bryozoans,
hydroids and a high diversity of temperate sponges’.

Depth - 46m - 77m

62% it at medium to i
0 of seafloor mapped, much of it at medium to high
resolution to support habitat mapping and biodiversity surveys.

Further information:

1. Barrett et al (2020). Beagle Marine Park: Post Survey Report. Report to the National
Environmental Science Program

2. Protected under the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018 (UCH) and included on the
National and Commonwealth Heritage Lists under the Environment Protection and

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
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Beagle Marine Park has a medium level of knowledge. Representative areas of the park and some identified priority park values have been mapped.

Biological surveys have focused on the deep rocky reefs.

Deep rocky reefs

Deep (mesophotic) reef is a rare ecosystem in the
bioregions within Bass Strait. This reef is exposed to
large currents leading to high biological productivity and
provides habitat for a diverse range of species. An
incredible density and diversity of sponges provide food
for other species by concentrating the nutrients swept
past in the currents. The marine park was once dry land
which made up part of a land bridge to Tasmania.

Monitoring priorities

Is the condition of demersal fish communities associated
with deep (mesophotic) rocky reefs and shelf sediment
ecosystems maintained through ecologically sustainable
use?

To what extent is climate change affecting our ability to
protect and conserve natural values?

Source; Geoscience Australia

Key knowledge gaps

Validate features inferred from seafloor mapping
Mapping of comparable habitat outside park boundaries
School and gummy shark population

Impact of invasive New Zealand screw shell
(Maoricolpus roseus) on native scallop beds

Soft sediment benthic communities

Key activities
Commercial fishing
Recreational fishing
Shipping

Key pressures
Resource extraction
Climate change
Underwater noise

KNV= Key Natural Values
Habitat or species that are
particularly important to
management

£

Soure: IMAS/IMOS
Feature of interest

An aggregation of hundreds of Port
Jackson Sharks (Heterodontus
portusjacksoni) was observed
along the central reef ridges
between Hogan Island group and
Kent Island group during July 2018.
It is thought these reef features
may be an important shelter
location for this species during
winter foraging migrations to Bass
Strait. Yet to be determined if these
aggregations are an annual
occurrence’.

Known underwater cultural
heritage

Beagle Marine Park contains two
shipwrecks within its Multiple Use

Zone, the SS Cambridge (1940) and
the SS Queensland (1876)2.


https://www.nespmarine.edu.au/document/beagle-marine-park-post-survey-report-south-east-marine-parks-network
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00538
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/underwater-heritage/auchd
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A00485
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseamapaustralia.org%2Fmap%2F%239a28e2eb-d973-4823-a6bf-bbe79f91869b&data=05%7C01%7CBenjamin.Sellers%40dcceew.gov.au%7Ce148c9deaba84f510eed08db0a2b633c%7C2be67eb7400c4b3fa5a11258c0da0696%7C0%7C0%7C638114953679469013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rOdGNncOpQYuCBljjlSLRyqqA3FpX0JlGOLAi3c1FQU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseamapaustralia.org%2Fregion-reports%2Fsouth-east-beagle&data=05%7C01%7CBenjamin.Sellers%40dcceew.gov.au%7Ce148c9deaba84f510eed08db0a2b633c%7C2be67eb7400c4b3fa5a11258c0da0696%7C0%7C0%7C638114953679469013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rjk2ZpWxDd2gTnTSgSAmPIVp40ME80L5UyR5YfXb8uk%3D&reserved=0



