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Professor Graeme Hays,

Six of the world's seven
seaturtle species —

green, hawkshill, loggerhead,
leatherback, flathack

and oliveridley turtles,

all endangered or vulnerable
— visitthe Coral Sea

Marine Park. Green turtles
nestonits heaches and
hawkshill turtles feed
onitsreefs. Otherskeep
moving through the ocean
on their long migrations.
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Did you know?

3880 km
isthelongestknown
greenturtle migration
through the Coral Sea,
morethantheentire
width of Australia’s
continent from
Sydney to Perth.
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About
1in1000

seaturtle hatchlings
survive to adulthood.
Those thatdo survive
havealifespan of
about 80 years.
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The exact
lemperature

of thenestdetermines
thesexofgreen
turtlehatchlings:ator
helow 26°C,allmales;
atorahove 29°C,
allfemales;inhetween,
some of both.




Turtle
central

ancient, extraordinary creatures

Turtles have lived in the oceans for over

100 million years, since the time of dinosaurs.

They are solitary creatures, travelling alone and rarely interacting.

As cold-blooded reptiles, they can only survive in the tropics.
Sea turtles spend most of their time underwater but surface to

breathe every 20 minutes or so. For longer dives lasting three hours

or more, their heartrate slows radically to conserve oxygen.

Cor;‘

Marine Park

Epic migrations

Fromthe beaches where theyhatch, bahy turtles head straight
forthe ocean,notto be seenagainuntilthey appearinshallow
waterstofeed twotolOyearslater. What happens during
the’lostyears'and what determines their route is unknown.

Asadultstheymigrate everyfew yearstoforage

forfood andtonest. The distances they travel vary

widely betweenindividuals, fromless than 8 km to more
than 2000 km. How they navigate across such distances
hasnotyetheendetermined. Recentresearch suggeststhey
mayuse the sun, adjusting their direction with each sunrise.

Nesting on Coral Sea cays

Tobreed, female greenturtlesreturnto a heach near their
ownbirthplace to mate innearby waters andlay their eggs
inthe sand.

Largenumbers of green turtles arrive hetween October and
Apriltonestonthe sandy cays of the Coral Sea Marine Park.
Outside these monthstheir presence on the caysremains
abundantly clear, as theyleavebhehindlarge dug-outnests
andtracksinthesand.
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Learnmore

Abhout the Coral Sea Marine Park: parksaustralia.gov.au/coralsea

About visiting the Coral Sea: tropicalnorthqueensland.org.au
Abhout the epic migrations of sea turtles: seaturtle.org

The Caral Sea Marine Park is managed by Parks Australia.

Photographer: BrockenInaglory

The migration puzzle

Recentresearch confirms thatgreenturtles travel
extreme distances hetweennesting and feeding grounds.
Whatwe don'tyetknow is why.

For example,individuals thatnestin New Caledonia
were found feeding on Heron Reef (Creat Barrier Reef),
while others thatnestonnearby HeronIsland were
found feeding in New Caledonia.

Why did the Heron Reef nesters travel 1300 km to

feed when food wasjustasavailahle on Heron Island?
Couldithave somethingto do with patterns set during
the'lostyears™? Turtles are very good at keeping secrets,
sothismysteryremains unsolved.
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